best, appears as single paragraphs or footnotes in most ENT or neurology textbooks. Vertigo in children, acrophobia (vertigo as understood by Hitchcock's film), migrainous vertigo, motion sickness, barotrauma and vertigo in neck disorders are all reviewed in depth with plenty of references. More predictable topics are covered with authority: the chapter on Meniere's disease is a tour de force; a definitive article on iatrogenic vertigo is included; the nettle of vestibular neuronitis is firmly grasped; the chapter on vertigo in the elderly should have geriatricians queuing to buy the book; and the subject of central causes of vertigo is covered clearly enough to be understood by both neurologists and ENT surgeons.
The book reflects the contrast between great enthusiasm and expertise in diagnosis and the rather limited methods of managing a giddy patient. A few causes respond well to surgery or specific medical treatment; for the rest it is a question of sedating the vestibular system until the storm has passed or of speeding up the process of ceni r-J1 compensation using balancing exercises.
I am sure that this book will be well thumbed in my own department: it is a godsend for those taking FRCS in otolaryngology, for physicians training in neurology and geriatrics and for anyone with a giddy patient. The price is rather modest. JOHN is divided into three sections. The first section on carcinogenesis is very useful for people working in clinical oncology since there is frequently a separation in scientific meetings between the more basic scientists and the clinical workers. Dr Weiss summarizes clearly the important and rapidly evolving field of oncogenic viruses. No section of this type would be complete without stressing the importance of tobacco as a major cause of human cancer. Professor Doll's recent estimate that 30% of the USA cancer incidence is due to tobacco is given due emphasis. In the second section, Dr Ponder reviews genetic and familial cancers, which is another area where much new information has recently become available, associating specific chromosomal deletions or rearrangements with specific types of tumour. In the third section on multiple primary cancers, the now relatively commonplace situation of patients with two or more primary cancers is emphasized. The importance of therapy-induced second tumours, particularly with the combination of certain types of chemotherapy with radiotherapy, is covered.
Overall, this is a useful book for anybody working in the field of oncology and provides a useful reference source, bringing together very broad subject matter. EDWARD In 1860 it was suggested that eczema, asthma, and urticaria were all attributable to the 'morbid effects of fruitless sucking in infants'. These days we have 'allergy', as much a growth industry as a science. The lack of objective information about clinical procedures is a handicap, particularly illustrated when one examines questionable forms of treatment such as desensitization (upgraded in this book to the grandiose status of 'immunotherapy'). The reader wanting to learn more has to choose between the North American, larger, more comprehensive and more densely referenced texts, or more succinct volumes. This book is the best example of the latter group, though the competition is not stiff. Allergic disorders of the skin, lungs, eyes, nose, joints, ear, kidneys and gut are dealt with, and there are chapters on drug allergy, insect allergy and immunotherapy. Particularly good are the chapters on the biological role of allergy, the mediators of allergy, and allergy in infancy and childhood. The book is not comprehensive, but what it does cover is done well. There is a good deal of overlap between the chapters.
This book bears a quite uncanny resemblance to a book also edited by Lessof entitled 'Immunological and Clinical Aspects of Allergy' (MTP Press, 1981) . Indeed, there are parts of the present volume which consist of only minimally reworked material from the former volume, though this has been well concealed and is only hinted at in the preface. However this 'second edition', as it were, is a great improvement, and I recommend it.
T J DAVID

Senior Lecturer in Child Health
University ofManchester Atlas of Gynaecological Diagnosis. A F Youssef pp 179 £17 ISBN 0-443-03018-9 Edinburgh: Churchill Livingstone 1984 When access to a huge variety of gynaecological conditions is allied to both an urge to photograph and to a skill with the camera, a collection of informative photographs results.
This atlas consists, except for a few pages, of gynaecological conditions photographed in outpatient departments at 'the Kasr El Aini Hospital in Cairo. It gives those of us who may not have access to many cases that are common in Egypt but are very rare in the United Kingdom a chance of appreciating the effects of such* diseases as schistosomiasis on the vulva, vagina and cervix, as well as the late effects of female circumcision. There is also an impressive variety of photographs of such diseases as Behqet's syndrome and choriocarcinoma and of the tears and fistulae that result from inadequate obstetric care. Many of the common vulval and cervical conditions are also photographed. This atlas is thus very useful in helping the diagnosis of rare conditions, such as may be seen in immigrants to this country, as well as the common conditions.
The ultrasound pictures are inadequate and the proof reading could have been better, but the book, beautifully produced and excellent for teaching gynaecological diagnosis at all levels, is very competitively produced. ELLIOT The book starts with progress in the diagnosis of urological turnours and includes a comprehensive section on ultrasonography and'computed tomography. The role of analytical cytology is covered and progress in chemotherapy sensitivity in vitro is outlined. The first major section is on testicular tumours, and includes a description of tumour markers and pathology by Dr Mostofi. The treatment of seminoma testis and earlyand late-stage non-seminomatous testicular tumours are also considered in detail by contributions from both sides of the Atlantic. The place for lymphadenectomy or surveillance in early disease is discussed and the role of chemotherapy in advanced disease and the timing and need for supplementary surgery are well described. Prognostic indicators in bladder cancer, such as definition of ABH antigens, are outlined. Controversies in the treatment of low-and high-stage bladder carcinoma are covered well, once again with contributions from schools on both sides of the Atlantic. There are sections on kidney carcinoma and on prostatic carcinoma which are up to date both in experimental and clinical aspects. Finally, the role of radiotherapy for metast-ases and adjuvant chemotherapy are covered in separate contributions.
This book is expensive but nonetheless represents very good value for money in that it brings the practising urologist or oncologist up to date on present thinking in all controversial topics in urological oncology. I have no hesitation in recommending it most strongly. The PCBs, or polychlorinated biphenyls, which have been widely used in industry, are well recognized for their toxic potential to the'biosphere if only because of their environmental ubiquity and persistence. Few doctors are aware of what their effects might be on man. Yet there was a dramatic outbreak of disease referred to as 'Yusho' due to the consumption of contaminated rice bran oil that affected no less than 1800 people in the Japanese archipeligo as long ago as 1968. This was followed 11 years later by a similar epidemic that affected a like-sized population in Taiwan, caused once again by rice bran oil in the diet. The victims presented primarily with a striking skin reaction, suggestive of severe chloracne, with circumscribed pigmentation of the skin, the oral and ocular mucosae and the nails, together with peripheral ne'rve disorders.. Various associated biochemical abnormalities were also revealed. The condition was astonishingly intractable, being unresponsive to treatment and showing a marked reluctance to spontaneous recovery.
The responsible rice bran oil, in both instances it seems, took on its toxic properties from PCBs that found their way into it during processing in which they served as heat transfer agents. Significantly, workers occupationally exposed to these chemicals, while generally harbouring higher concentrations of PCBs in their bodies, suffered only a milder and more transient chloracne. Analytical work and experiments on animals pointed to the PCBs themselves being less toxic than the accompanying polychlorinated dibenzofurans and polychlorinated quaterphenyls which were also present in the oil.
The fascinating story of this disease and its investigation epidemiologically and chemically is described in this book for the first time in the
